
MPAA and CONTENT RATINGS 

 

A G-rated motion picture contains nothing in theme, language, nudity, sex, violence 
or other matters that, in the view of the Rating Board, would offend parents whose 
younger children view the motion picture. The G rating is not a “certificate of 
approval,” nor does it signify a “children’s” motion picture. Some snippets of 
language may go beyond polite conversation but they are common everyday 
expressions. No stronger words are present in G-rated motion pictures. Depictions 
of violence are minimal. No nudity, sex scenes or drug use are present in the 
motion picture. 

A PG-rated motion picture - The more mature themes in some PG-rated motion 
pictures may call for parental guidance. There may be some profanity and some 
depictions of violence or brief nudity. But these elements are not deemed so intense 
as to require that parents be strongly cautioned beyond the suggestion of parental 
guidance. There is no drug use content in a PG-rated motion picture. 

A PG-13 motion picture may go beyond the PG rating in theme, violence, nudity, 
sensuality, language, adult activities or other elements, but does not reach the 
restricted R category. The theme of the motion picture by itself will not result in a 
rating greater than PG-13, although depictions of activities related to a mature theme 
may result in a restricted rating for the motion picture. Any drug use will initially 
require at least a PG-13 rating. More than brief nudity will require at least a PG-13 
rating, but such nudity in a PG-13 rated motion picture generally will not be sexually 
oriented. There may be depictions of violence in a PG-13 movie, but generally not 
both realistic and extreme or persistent violence. A motion picture’s single use of 
one of the harsher sexually-derived words, though only as an expletive, initially 
requires at least a PG-13 rating. More than one such expletive requires an R rating, 
as must even one of those words used in a sexual context.  

An R-rated motion picture, in the view of the Rating Board, contains some adult 
material. An R-rated motion picture may include adult themes, adult activity, hard 
language, intense or persistent violence, sexually-oriented nudity, drug abuse or 
other elements, so that parents are counseled to take this rating very seriously. 
Children under 17 are not allowed to attend R-rated motion pictures unaccompanied 
by a parent or adult guardian. Parents are strongly urged to find out more about R-
rated motion pictures in determining their suitability for their children. Generally, it is 
not appropriate for parents to bring their young children with them to R-rated motion 
pictures. 

An NC-17 rated motion picture is one that, in the view of the Rating Board, most 
parents would consider patently too adult for their children 17 and under. No children 
will be admitted. NC-17 does not mean “obscene” or “pornographic” in the common or 
legal meaning of those words, and should not be construed as a negative judgment in 
any sense. The rating simply signals that the content is appropriate only for an adult 
audience. An NC-17 rating can be based on violence, sex, aberrational behavior, 
drug abuse or any other element that most parents would consider too strong and 
therefore off-limits for viewing by their children. 
 
 



SWEARS:  See “Swear Count” handout  
 
• Some of these words can be used in places where they are not being  
 used as a swear word.  In those cases, do not count them. 
 
• The ‘F’ word is kept as a separate count, but only where it is spelled out  
 – WTF does not count. 
 
• Made up swears words do not count as swears 
 
• Roughly, 2-3 “god” type swears are still okay in a G-rated book; 

§ Any ‘harder” swears or a total count up to about 10 would 
be a PG rating. 

§ Over 10-15 swears makes a books PG-13;  
§ Over 35 swears or so makes a book R.   
§ Any F words makes a book R for Language. 

 
• If you count more than 100 swears in a book, you can stop counting.   
 Label it as 100+ and “R”. 
 
 
MATURE CONTENT:  Kids using drugs, kids smoking or drinking, kids having sex  

• Any of those things makes a book PG-13.   
 

• More repetitions, and more descriptive language, especially of sex, 
make a book R 

 
• Ask me about anything else you think might be considered mature. 

 
 
VIOLENCE: abuse of children, bloody hitting, bloody death, raise the level of a 
book to PG-13, and R if it repeated and persistent. 
 
 

 


